
Appendix B - Qualifications of
Reviewing Clinicians

When a disability review requires input from a health care
professional with experience in MS, either for clinical assessment

of an application or to conduct an examination of a claimant as

a second opinion, the National MS Society strongly recommends
that clinicians with demonstrable expertise in MS be utilized. While
neurologists or physiatrists may have a generalfamiliarity with
multiple sclerosis, its relatively low prevalence in the United States,

and its complex and unique clinical dimensions, means that even
board certified neurologists may not have a truly up-to-date and
comprehensive knowledge of the disease.

Recently, in order to improve its adjudication process, the
Social Security Administration asked the National MS Society to
define what constitutes'MS expert'with regard to physicians,
psychologists, and nurses. Below are our listings of suggested
qualifications for each of these professions as shared with the Social

Security Administration. We hope these listings can be helpfulto
the private disability insurer community as well.

' Physicians should be board certified, preferably in neurology or
rehabilitation medicine, and with at least one of the following
add itional q ualifi cations:

-A member of the Medical Advisory Board of the Society

- A member of a Clinical Advisory Committee of a chapter of the
Society

-A physician working at a Society affiliated facility

- A physician working at a MS center that is a member of the
Consortium of MS Centers
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- A member of the Multiple Sclerosis Section of the American
Academy of Neurology

ln order to qualify, MS specialty nurses must be at the RN level
or above, have at least a bachelor's degree, be licensed in the
United States, and with at least one of the following additional
qualifications:

-A member of the lnternational Organization of MS Nurses

- A member of a Clinical Advisory Committee of a ehapter of the
Society

-A nurse working at a Society affiliated facility

-A nurse working at a MS center that is a member of the
Consortium of MS Centers

-Certified in MS nursing by the Multiple Sclerosis lnternational
Credentialing Board

Psychologists must have a Ph.D. in a relevant psychological
specialty, must be licensed to practice in the United States and
with at least one of the following additional qualifications:

- A member of a Clinical Advisory Committee of a chapter of the
Society

-A psychologist working at a Society affiliated facility

-A psychologist working at a facility that is a member of the
Consortium of MS Centers


